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See More Code Enforcement Success 

Stories!  

 

Sept. 2011: Clearing Up a Public Nuisance 

in Chula Vista. 

May 2011: Removing an Illegal Addition in 

El Cajon 

March 2011: Tearing Down an Abandoned 

House in Spring Valley 

Sept. 2010: Helping an Elderly Homeowner 

Clean Violations 

Aug. 2010: Working with a Fallbrook Owner 

to Clean up Construction Junk.  
Aug. 2010: Working with a Vista Home-

owner to Clear Away Junk.  

June 2010: Working with a Property Owner 

in Ranchita to Clear a Scrap Yard  

From the Director 

Hello everyone,  

Welcome to the fall edition of DPLU News, the Department of 
Planning and Land Use’s quarterly newsletter. In this edition you’ll 
read about how more and more people are investing in solar   
panels, get the latest about proposed changes to our wind ordi-
nance and more. 

As always, DPLU is striving to be the best land use department    
it can be.  

 

Until next time,  

Eric Gibson,  

DPLU’s Code Enforcement Divi-
sion completed the cleanup of a 
dangerous public nuisance in 
Chula Vista after trying to work 
with the property owner for two 
years.  
Code Enforcement officers were 
in i t ia l ly cal led to invest igate     
complaints in July 2009 about 
trash and junk at the property,   
located in the unincorporated area 
of Chula Vista. But officers also 
discovered illegally built and occu-
pied buildings. The owner was 
warned to clean up and vacate the 
buildings, but was eventually fined 
after failing to comply.  
In March 2010, the property owner was badly injured by a house 
fire caused by the candles she was using to light her home after 
her power was shut off. Once the owner recovered, code enforce-
ment once again tried to help the woman and her family clean up, 
but the family was only able to complete about 5 percent of the  
total cleanup.  
In July 2011, the County started a public cleanup of the property   
under the Public Nuisance Abatement Program to protect 
neighbors. A private contractor hired to do the cleanup completed 
the job in August. 

Clearing Up a Public Nuisance 
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Advance Planning   

San Diego County  
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General Plan Update 
Property Specific Requests Workshop Rescheduled to 
Jan. 2012  
The County has rescheduled its planned Nov. 9 General Plan 
workshop to Jan. 9, 2012. The workshop will begin at 9 a.m. in the 
Board chambers, room 310, at the County Administration Center 
located at 1600 Pacific Highway. If additional workshop days are 
needed, the County has tentatively scheduled for them to be held 
on Jan. 10, 2012 and Jan. 11, 2012. DPLU will release its staff 
report to the public 10 days before the workshop.  
The Board has already discussed and taken action upon some of 
the original property specific requests, leaving 140 to be consid-
ered at the Jan. 9 workshop. The updated list of those property 
specific requests is available to the public here. Only the 140    
remaining requests will be included in the Jan. 9 Board report. For 
more information about the Jan. 9 workshop, contact Jimmy Wong 
at (858) 694-3608 or Jimmy.Wong@sdcounty.ca.gov 
   
  

Policy and Ordinance Development   
Board Directs New General Plan Amendment Process 
The Board of Supervisors directed that Board Policy I-63 be elimi-
nated in its current form at its Oct. 26 meeting, and provided     
direction to staff on the approach and contents of a new Policy. 
The new Policy will be presented to the Board on December 7 for 
their review and consideration. Additionally, in conjunction with the 
Board’s direction, staff is proposing an amendment to the County 
Fee Ordinance which will create a new fee for a General Plan 
Amendment Initial Consultation meeting.  For more information 
about the new Board Policy I-63, please contact Joseph Farace at 
(858) 694-3690 or  
joseph.farace@sdcounty.ca.gov 
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Fall 2011 

Jan. 9 Board of Supervisors Hearing: 
General Plan, Property-
Specific Requests 

For more information and additional up-
coming meetings, please visit the Calendar 
on the General Plan Update Web site. 

Calendar  
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Wind Energy Ordinance and EIR Public Review Started  
The Board of Supervisors directed DPLU staff to develop a two-
tiered ordinance for permitting wind energy that recognizes      
current technologies and industry practices. The ordinance would 
create a small wind turbine tier for on-site residential and business 
use as well as a large wind turbine tier for commercial energy   
production. Additionally, the ordinance proposes amendments to 
existing meteorological testing facility regulations. This project 
may also include amendments to the Boulevard and Borrego 
Community Plans to remove or modify policies that limit wind    
energy. 
DPLU has posted the draft ordinance and EIR for public review.  
Public review of the Wind Energy Ordinance DEIR ends Dec. 23.  
The DEIR, Wind Energy Ordinance and General Plan Amendment 
can be viewed at the DPLU CEQA public review webpage at: 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/ceqa/POD10007.html.    
For more information about the Wind Energy Ordinance, contact 
Matthew Schneider at (858) 694-3714 or: 
matthew.schneider@sdcounty.ca.gov  
 
 
PACE Program 
The County of San Diego is initiating a new voluntary agricultural 
conservation pilot program known as the Purchase of Agricultural 
Conservation Easement (PACE) program. The PACE program is 
intended to promote the long term preservation of agriculture in 
the County. The program is based on the framework of what is 
traditionally referred to as a Purchase of Development Rights 
(PDR) program. Under the PACE program, willing agricultural 
property owners are compensated for placing a perpetual ease-
ment on their agricultural property that limits future uses and     
extinguishes future development potential. As a result, the        
agricultural land is preserved and the property owner receives 
compensation that can make its continued use for agriculture 
more viable. Additional information regarding the PACE program, 
including a brief online survey may be found at the program    
website at:  
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/advance/PACE.html or through 
the program’s hotline at 858-694-2033.                                                                         
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Fall 2011 

View the Advance Planning website to 
get more information at:  
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/advance/
index.html  or  
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate  
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Solar Permit Numbers Rising Despite Economy 

 
Despite the still-struggling economy and widespread reports that 
banks are slow to lend money, more and more county residents 
are investing in solar photovoltaic, “PV” systems designed to turn 
sunlight into electricity for their homes.  
The County Department of Planning and Land Use (DPLU) is on 
pace to issue 1,336 solar PV building permits by the end of the 
fiscal year in June 2012. That would mark a 36 percent increase 
over the 981 permits the department issued in 2010/11 — and 
three times the 433 permits it issued in 08/09 when the economy 
soured.  Since 2001, when the Board of Supervisors approved 
waiving building permit and plan check fees for residential solar 
PV, the County has provided a financial boost to residents in the 
hope of encouraging investment in green renewable energy. 
The Sierra Club named San Diego County one of the five 
“friendliest” jurisdictions for solar power in Southern California in a 
2009 ranking of more than 250 jurisdictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                Back to Page One                 

Building Division News   Fall 2011 

Important Building Division   
Telephone Numbers  
 
Building Offices: (858) 694-2960 

Toll Free: (800) 411-0017 

2003, 2007 Wildfire Survivors: 

(858) 694-3876 

Supervisors Approve Consolidated 
Fire Code 

San Diego County’s Board of Supervisors 
u n a n i m o u s l y  a p p r o v e d  t h e  2 0 1 1           
Consolidated Fire Code in September. The  
consolidated code makes it simpler for 
builders and homeowners in San Diego 
County to comply with fire protection    
standards on homes and developments.  
County staff worked with the 16 fire districts 
that serve the unincorporated to create the 
Consolidated Code. Before 2001, San 
Diego County’s independent fire agencies 
adopted their own individualized fire codes, 
which often varied between jurisdictions 
and often created confusion for customers 
who didn’t know which ones to comply with. 
The Consolidated Fire Code solved that by 
creating a uniform set of criteria for builders 
and homeowners to meet.  
The fire code is designed to protect the 
public’s health and safety. Among other 
th ings,  the code out l ines the legal         
requirements for how homes, businesses 
and structures should be designed, built 
and maintained to be as fire-safe as       
possible. 
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Supervisors Approve Borrego Farm That will Turn 
Sunlight into Power  

The County Board of Supervisors approved the NRG Solar One 
permit in October, clearing the way to build 308-acre solar farm in 
Borrego Springs that is expected to turn sunlight into enough  
electricity to power up to 21,000 homes a year. 
The Board’s 4-0 vote upheld the San Diego County Planning 
Commission’s Aug. 12 approval and rejected an appeal filed by a 
Borrego Springs resident. Officials from NRG Solar, the project’s 
owner, said they expect to break ground by the end of 2011 and 
that the plant could be operating by September 2012.  
The solar farm site is located roughly two miles north-northeast of 
Borrego Springs, near the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. 
County Department of Planning and Land Use officials said the 
solar farm site is located on fallowed farmland last used in the 
1940s and 1950s. Electric companies in California are required to 
provide 33 percent of the power they produce through renewable 
sources such as solar energy and wind power by 2020. NRG    
Solar has signed a  25-year contract with San Diego Gas & Elec-
tric to buy electricity from the farm. 
The Borrego Solar Project would consist of ground-mounted 
photovoltaic solar energy panels; converters to turn the sun-
created electricity from direct current to alternate current; and a 
one-mile underground transmission line that would connect to 
SDG&E’s Borrego Valley Substation.  
 
DPLU Completes Review of 500 Discretionary Projects 
DPLU’s Project Planning Division recently completed a review of 
more than 500 discretionary projects to determine if they were 
consistent with the General Plan Update — the new general plan 
that the Board of Supervisors approved Aug. 3. Discretionary   
projects, such as lot splits and subdivisions, are projects that 
builders and homeowners cannot do “by right” but must get      
approved by one or more of the County’s decision makers: 
DPLU’s director, the  Zoning Administrator, the San Diego County 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors. General 
Plans guide community development by generally setting the    
philosophy and policies that determine what gets built where. The 
General Plan Update, the County’s first complete overhaul of its 
general plan in 30 years represents a change from the old general 
plan in part by shifting 20 percent of anticipated future growth to 
western unincorporated communities with established infrastruc-
ture.                                                                             
                                                                                 Back to page one 
 

San Diego County  

DPLU News                                             

Project Planning 

Important Project Planning 
Links:   

 

 California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) Flow Chart  

  Conditions of Approval Manual 

 Developer Deposits 

 Discretionary Permits and  Application 

Forms 

 Environmental Impact Report Guide-

lines 

 Fee Schedule 

 Lists of Discretionary Projects 

 Applications filed 

 Projects Completed 
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